
Octopus Garden Plant List – as at 10 June 2021 

 

At first glance, there’s little to be seen here as the entire area is paved and tarmacked.  

But look closer! In the nooks and crannies of the old wall, tiny ferns are growing; sprouting 

up through the paving stones and round the base of trees, you’ll see stinging nettles, 

chickweed, fat hen and many, many wild plants and garden escapees. We tied a sign to the 

tree so that the council would see it and they have not killed the plants with weed-killer this 

year! 

Ferns 

There are three types of fern growing on the wall, they also grow along the railway walls along 

Lynton Road.  Ferns are not that easy to find in south London, but love growing on old brick walls, 

especially after all the rain this year. 

Wall Rue Asplenium ruta-muraria 

 

 

Maidenhair Spleenwort  Asplenium trichomanes 

 



 

Hart’s Tongue Fern Asplenium scolopendrium 

 

 

 

Vascular Plants 

Fool’s Parsley Aethusa cynapium  

 

This plant is recorded as growing in the Southwark area in the Botanical Society of the British Isles 

website map, but this is the only place where I have found it. 

Procumbent Pearlwort  Sagina procumbens 

  



Pearlworts are easily mistaken as mosses, but are a member of the Pink family (Caryophyllaceae).  

They can be seen in many cracks in London’s pavements! 

Beaked Hawksbeard  Crepis versicaria 

 

Chickweed   Stellaria media   

Eastern Rocket   Sisymbrium orientale 

Two nettles grow on the Octopus Garden site.  They both sting! 

Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica  Small Nettle Urtica urens     

   

Pellitory of the wall  Paretaria Judaica 

 

This is a also member of the Nettle (Urtica) family, but does not sting! 



Broad-leaved Dock  Rumex obtusifolius 

 

You can use the Dock leaves to rub on nettle stings – very effective.   

 

 

 Herb Robert   Geranium robertianum 

 

Named after a Cistercian Abbot, Herb Robert can have deep pink flowers 

Fat Hen    Chenopodium album 

 

This is an annual wild edible that tastes similar to chard.  You probably need to be a fan of kale and 

spinach to enjoy this. 

Round-leaved Geranium Geranium rotundifolium 



Thale Cress   Arabidopsis thaliana 

Dandelion   Taraxacum  officianale 

Shepherd’s Purse  Capsella bursa-pastoris 

Common Sowthistle  Sonchus oleraceous 

Herb Bennett   Geum urbanum 

Laburnum   Laburnum anagyroides 

Creeping Bent grass   Agrostis stolonifera 

Wild Barley grass  Hordeum murinum 
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